Hisaronu Bay, Turkey
Bareboat Sailing Charter
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Summary
Mesudiye is a small village located in Muğla Province in the Aegean region of Turkey. It is located on
the Datça Peninsula where the Mediterranean embraces the Aegean Sea. The population of the
village is about 700. Mezgit is a part of the Mesudiye village and is home to around 100 families. It is
located 200 meters above sea level and has wonderful views over the sea and the Greek island of
Tilos. An olive oil mill is located in the center of the village, known as "Mezgit Mengen" by the locals.
The mill has been completely renovated and all original details have been preserved.
Reviews
Guardian review: Ovabuku is the prettiest in a chain of three bays, along with Hayitbuku and
Kizilbuk. The beach is a relatively small stretch of creamy shingle, backed by a cluster of small
restaurants and pensions, while the countryside around has a lush beauty; pine forests mixed with
oak, myrtle and carob trees. It's not the beach itself that makes this such a fantastic find, it's the
whole package: peace, authenticity and a real sense of escape.
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Datca
Error! Reference source not found.
Hisarönü
Error! Reference source not found.
Bozburun
Hisarönü
Pronounce: hiss-ah-oh-noo

Summary
The Gulf of Hisarönu reminds of a north European fjord with its thick fir tree forests. Hisarönu means
fortress, and the gulf is dotted with ancient and medieval forts. The long thin gulf is bordered by the
high, craggy mountains of the Dorian promontory on the north and the Greek island of Simi on the
south.
Reviews
Hisaronu Bay has two small beaches that look out towards the Datca peninsula. Behind the beach
lies the kind of resort that feels like Turkey 20 years ago; a clutch of restaurants and simple pensions
dotted along quiet country lanes.
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Orhaniye
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Admin
Transfers
1 hour 55 mins, 103km
Sunrise 05:50, Sunset 20.20
Supermarkets
Kipa (Tesco), Migros, Tansas

Saturday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wed
Thur
Fri
Sat

AM

Lunch

Afternoon

Shopping, briefing,
leave
Explore the ruins
Sail to Ano Symi island
Datca/bay of hisaronu
Hisaronu
Hisaronu
Torunk Buku
Drop boat at 9am

Sail to Bozuk Buku
(6 hours)
Lunch on island

Sail to Bozuk
Buku/Lorymer
Sail to Knidos

Evening
Arrive, drinks
Dan
Explore
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Bareboat Summary
Destination:

Turkey - Marmaris

Yacht Model:

Dufour 325

Base:

Adakoy

Start Date:

6 Jun 2015

End Date:

13 Jun 2015

Number of Days:

7

Charter Type:

Bare Boat

Notes:
Price is per person based on 2 people sharing; include London flights and transfers, ATOL 10794
Included:
Flights and transfers (ATOL 10794)available as part of a flotilla or bareboat charter, end
cleaning, yacht insurance and fuel
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Bareboat Charter and Support Includes:
 Full tanks of diesel, water and gas
 Marine insurance
 No damage waiver or security deposit to pay
 Flights and transfers
 Comprehensive tools and spares
 A quick fix manual for everyday repair and maintenance
 Additional charts and pilot book
 Mobile phone and charger (so you can stay in contact with our yacht base)
 Extra warps
 Starter pack
 A dedicated bareboat co-ordinator
 A full skipper and engineer’s briefing
 Details of all flotilla routes, staff and contact numbers
Experience levels
We require two people aged 18 or over aboard each boat to have plenty of sailing experience,
having been in charge of a sailing vessel for several cruises, possibly on previous flotilla holidays.
They must both be comfortable sailing in a range of conditions and you should hold a minimum of
RYA Day Skipper for non-tidal waters. If this level of experience cannot be satisfied, a Flotilla holiday
may be more appropriate.
The stunning and historic coastline is scattered with small villages, where visiting sailors are always
welcome. The famous Turkish hospitality guarantees you will be very well looked after.
The thermally generated sea breeze ensures consistent wind conditions, building gradually
throughout the day to a typical force three or four in the afternoon.
Arrival and departure
Flotilla boats will be ready from 5pm on arrival day. Once settled on board, the Neilson crew will give
an individual boat briefing. If you arrive in resort after 7.30pm the crew will give a short briefing on
essentials such as lights, toilets and gas with a full briefing the following morning.
The main flotilla briefing for all yachts is the following morning at 9 or 9.30am and boats are free to
depart at any time after the briefing is over. Guests on bareboat charter are free to leave the
following morning as soon as the boat is fuelled and the boat papers have been stamped (approx
10.30am). All boats are required to be back at the Neilson base before 6pm on the final sailing day,
and vacated by 9.30am on the day of departure.
Marina and mooring fees
You will very rarely need to pay mooring fees in, but if you do it is usually only a few Euros per night.
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Food, drink & shopping
Food
Most of the restaurants in the bays serve simple traditional Turkish food often cooked in a clay oven.
Many will also have fish caught that day and offer a selection of mezes (vegetarian starters).
Turkish breakfast is plates of tomatoes, cucumber, olives, cheeses, fruit, toast and jam/honey. Some
restaurants do offer English breakfast and you will find pancakes are another of their specialties.
You can expect to pay around 15 to 20 TL per person for breakfast and anything from 20 TL for
dinner per person excluding drinks. Fish is generally more expensive.
Drinks
Turkey does produce some good wines and there is a wide choice available. You can buy a good
bottle at the supermarket for approx 15 to 25 TL but will find the same bottle priced at 55 TL in most
restaurants.
The local beer is EFES and found everywhere, sometimes on draft. Larger restaurants will have a
choice of bottled beers. The traditional alcoholic drink in Turkey is Raki, an aniseed based drink with
a strong alcohol content. The Turkish people drink this with water and ice and never drink without
eating at the same time, usually mezes.
Imported drinks are expensive in Turkey due to the tax so it is advisable to buy your favourite drinks
Duty Free at the airport. Always ask the price when ordering drinks so that there are no unpleasant
shocks at the end of a delicious meal.
For those who prefer something softer a popular drink is tea Cay served in a small glass with/without
sugar and without milk. Apple Tea Elma Cay is a refreshing drink that can be served hot or cold.
Restaurants, marinas & mooring fees
Whilst most restaurants do not charge you for mooring on their jetties you will find some have a
charge to cover community costs. These are usually around 20 -50TL per night. As a matter of
etiquette restaurant owners will expect you to dine in their restaurant if you are using their jetty.
In the larger marinas such as Netsel Marina, Marmaris, Orhaniye, you can expect to pay between 40
– 100 euro’s per night dependent on the size of your yacht.
Shopping
The larger towns e.g. Marmaris have large shops, and bazaars selling souvenirs, jewellery, carpets.
In the small villages local markets sell fresh produce, spices, vegetables and fruit all grown locally.
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Turkish - Important Phrases
Turkish belongs to the Ural-Altaic family of languages, and is rather different from languages of the
Indo-European family.
There are 29 letters in the Turkish alphabet, and it may be helpful to look at the list of letters
following this phrase list to familiarise yourself with the pronunciation.
You can see that some of the endings (especially the questions in these examples) have an '-iz' . This
indicates a formal, less familiar tone, similar to "vous" in French.
Turkish pronunciation is phonetic, very few letters are 'swallowed'. In most instances each letter is
pronounced, usually in pairs; for instance, Merhaba is pronounced MARE - HA - BA with the MARE
being pronounced like "mare" in english, HA as in haha :o), BA as in bah humbug. :o)
Try using a little Turkish whilst you are here, it will be greatly appreciated and bring a big smile.
One very important phrase is Hoş Geldiniz (pronounced "hosh gel din iz"). You may well hear this a
lot as you enter a resturant or shop, it's a form of greeting, it's near literal translation is "You came
well", basically well come or welcome :o) The proper response is Hoş Bulduk (pronounced "hosh bull
duk"), literally meaning " we found well". If you remember nothing but this, you'll go a long way. :o)
The phonetic pronounciation is written using British English pronounciation, sorry to any Americans,
etc. -- Just pretend you're English and use that pronounciation :o)
English

Turkish

Hello

Merhaba!

Pronunciation
MARE-HA-BA see above

Good evening

İyi akşamlar!

EE AK-SHAM-LAR

Good-bye (said by person

Hoşçakal!

HOSH-CHA-KAL

leaving)
Good-bye (said by person
staying)

Güle güle!

GUU-LEH GUU-LEH

How are you?

Nasılsın?

NA-SEL-SIN

I am fine, and you?

İyiyim, sen nasılsın?

EE-IM, SEN NA-SEL-SIN

Not very well.

Çok iyi değil.

CHOK EEYI DEY-EEL

Thank you

Teşekkür ederim.

TE-SH-QU-ERR ED-ERR-IM

You’re welcome

Birşey değil. (in

BEER-SHEY DEY-EEL

response to “Thank
you”)
Please

Lütfen.

LUT-FEN

Do you speak English?

İngilizce konuşur

INN-GLIZ-JE CON-NUSH-OR MUS-UN-UZ

musunuz?

(BILL-IYOR)

İngilizce biliyor
musunuz?
I don’t speak Turkish

Türkçe bilmiyorum!

TURK-JEH BILL-MI-YOR-UM

I don’t understand

Sizi anlamıyorum.

SI-ZI ANN-LA-MA-YOR-UM
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Could you please repeat

Şunu tekrar edebilir

SHU-NU TEK-RA ED-EBB-ILL-EAR MISS-IN-IZ

misiniz?
Pleased to meet you

Where is the washroom?

Tanıştığımıza

TAN-ISH-TI-IM-IZA SEV-IN-DIM/ MEM-NUM-

sevindim./Memnum
oldum

OLL-DUM

Afedersiniz, tuvalet

AFF-ED-DER-SIN-IZ TOO-WA-LET NER-REY-DE

nerede?
How much does it cost?

Ne kadar?

NAY KAD-AR

May I speak to [Name]?

[Name] ile görüşebilir ... ILL-EH GOR-EH-SHEBB-ILL-EAR ME-YIM
miyim?

I am sorry

Özür dilerim.

OUZ-UR DILL-EAR-IM

Pardon!

PARR-DON

Excuse me

Afedersiniz.

AFF-ED-DAR-SAN-IZ

Can you help me?

Yardım edebilir

YARR-DIM ED-EBB-ILL-EAR MISS-IN-IZ

misiniz?
Yes

Evet.

EV-ET

No

Hayır.

I don’t know

Bilmiyorum.

HI-EAR
BILL-ME-YOR-UM

Okay/Alright
Tamam.
Welcome
Hoş Geldiniz.
We came well (response to hoş Hoş Bulduk.
geldiniz)

TAM-AM
HOSH GEL-DIN-IZ
HOSH BULL-DUK
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Routes
1. Dorian Coast (Neilson flotilla)
The Dorian coastline is scenic and unspoilt with fantastic sailing conditions. Dotted with tiny inlets with
stunning jewel like water, perfect for a refreshing swim, and small traditional villages with just one or two
restaurants serving up local specialities and real Turkish hospitality.
Day 1 - Saturday - arrive at flotilla base in Adakoy

You will move onto your yacht on the pontoon at the Adakoy Beachclub, a
tranquil place within the bounds of a protected national park. Your flotilla boat
will be ready from 5pm
Day 2 - Sunday - Kumlubuku - 6 miles
Kumlubuku is a charming bay bordered by steep, pine forested cliffs that give it
an air of grandeur only matched by the spectacular views enjoyed by those
determined enough to make the steep hike to the ruins of Amos high above the
village.
.Day 3 - Monday - Bosuk Bokü - 22 miles
A beautiful tranquil bay with stunning turquoise waters, the perfect place to
while away the hours. Start the day with a water taxi to the ruins of the castle
or walk to the ancient city ruins of Loryma

Day 4 - Tuesday - Bozburun - 14 miles
Bozburun has a wonderful relaxing atmosphere and offers a truly Turkish
experience. This small fishing village is famous for the construction of
traditional gullet boats.

Day 5 - Wednesday - Serçe - 16 miles
Serçe is a picture postcard secluded bay with just one restaurant tucked away in
the trees. Moor up and soak up the wonderful surroundings, watch the
fishermen at work and enjoy the peace and quiet
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Day 6 - Thursday - Ciftlik - 14 miles
Swim in the beautiful clear warm water before going ashore to enjoy a delicious
meal from one of a couple of traditional restaurants lining the shore.

Day 7 - Friday - Adakoy - 6 miles
Enjoy a scenic, relaxing sail back to the Neilson base at Adakoy. Flotilla boats are
required to be back at the Neilson base before 6pm

Day 8 - Saturday - Departure day
Check out time is 9.30am. You may wish to make use of the beachclub facilities and equipment (not
tuition). This can be arranged subject to availability for a small charge and is payable locally.
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2. Gulf of Hisaronu (Perfect sailing)

3. Blue Cruise

Itineraries
http://www.neyzenyachting.com/neyzen-sailing-routes-turkey.php
http://www.tgeyacht.com/Itinerary.htm
http://www.sailingcruisesturkey.com/routes/
http://www.perfect-sailing.com/Sailing_Area/Hisaronu/Bozukale.htm
http://www.sailingchoices.com/sailing-areas/sailing-turkey/sailing-the-lycian-coast-west/lyciancoast-west-ports/
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Town Guides
Serce Limani
Pronounce: sair-cha lee-mar-nee

History
Serce Limani – 36°35′∙25N 28°03′∙0E
In the 11th Century a Byzantine trading ship was wrecked and sank in 30 metres at the bay entrance
whilst trying to shelter from a storm. Unbelievably, the cargo of glassware survived and was
recovered in the 1970's and now is on display at Bodrum's Castle Museum.
Summary
This is a stunning, get-away-from-it-all bay with just the noise of the goats climbing the steep slops
surrounding the bay. No road, no cars no electric just nature.
This bay is truly beautiful with wonderful clear blue sea and a mountain backdrop. There is just one
family run restaurant, Kaptan Nemo's Farm Restaurant. It is set in a well shaded small park area and
a shop that sells their own organic fruit, vegetables, olive oil, and freshly baked bread. This stop
over really is like stepping back in time and you will love it.
Things to do
Visit Kaptan Nemo’s Farm Restaurant. If you are looking for an evening away from everyone the
mooring buoys are fantastic leaving you to enjoy the starlight sky after rowing ashore for dinner.
For those who prefer not to be on a buoy he also has a jetty with mooring lines.
The food ranges from fresh fish to meats cooked on the grill, served buffet style. After your evening
meal Hasan will entertain you with his own DJ style, hits from way back, dancing & generally having
fun.
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Reviews
Part of the bay's charm is its rural setting and part of the personal service. Hasan or his brother will
be waiting to take your line when you arrive and tie you to one of the buoys. They will then take a
long line ashore for you. Whenever you are ready to eat you can either take your dinghy or arrange
with Hasan whilst you moor up what time you would like to be collected, and there is no extra to
pay! In early 2012 Hasan had a new jetty commissioned right outside the restaurant, so now you
have the option of jetty or buoy.
The menu includes seafood, goat, lamb or pork oven cooked, or spit roast, but that has to be
ordered one day earlier. Fishermen in the bay supply the varied fish daily.
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Nautical
Navigation information

Local facilities
36 34.59N
28 03.12E
Bay entrance

Lat/Long
Location
Navigation
Turkish
Admiralty
Imray

311
Leisure Folio 3001,
3001_1, 3001_5
236, 1055, 1099,
SC5773
G3 G35

Facilities

Bay

Restaurants
Water

Two
No

Electricity

No

Pump Out

No

Showers
Laundry
Fuel
Pharmacy
ATM
Provisions
Market Day
Bakery
Post Offce
Chandlery
Road Access

Yes
No
No
No
No
Restaurant
None
No
No
No
Yes

Mooring



Mooring buoys
Lazy lines on jetty

Please Note: Do NOT anchor in this bay as there is a lot of debris on the sea bed.
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Bozuk Buku/Loryma/Bozukale
Pronounce: bo-zook boo-koo / bo-zoo karl-e

History
Bozuk Buku was a small fortified town and harbour on the coast of Caria, not far from Cape
Cynossema, at the western extremity of the peninsula known as Rhodian Chersonesus. Above the
bay of Loryma (modern Bozuk Bükü) lie the ruins of a curtain wall surrounding the top of the hill.
Constructed from large blocks of stone shaped in-situ, the remaining walls (mostly a metre high on
the outside) retain very precise corners and sheer faces. Athenian ships utilised this sheltered
harbour as a base during the Peloponnesian Wars (431 - 404 B.C.) hiding here for a while on their
return from Sömbeki Adası. In 305 B.C. , Demetrios, the son of Antigonus, who was preparing an
attack on Rhodes, strengthened his fleet of 200 warships and 170 transport ships, completing the
outfitting of these ships from here.
Summary
On entering the bay you may find it nice to anchor at the head of the bay to enjoy a swim in
the clear blue waters. You will see 3 restaurants one at the head of the bay known as "Loryma
Restaurant”. The other two; one situated midway along the western shore of the bay is called
"Sailor's House" and has some quality cuisine for you to sample; there is also a good 35 minute walk
to the castle at the entrance to the bay. The third restaurant is "Ali Baba Restaurant" and is tucked
up in the southwest corner with a short walk to the Hellenic fort situated on the western
approaches. These restaurants do not supply electricity however Sailor’s House does have a fresh
water hose to top up your tanks. All the restaurants do supply toilets and showers. If you are at the
two restaurants furthest away from the fort, even though you can walk over some rough terrain, it is
worth taking your dinghy round to Ali Baba’s as the walk is only 10 minutes from there and a much
easier climb.
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Ancient ruins near Sailors House restaurant

View from The Castle

Things to do
Enjoy an early start by walking up to the fort and taking yourself back in time to imagine those who
have been before. Also marvel at the incredible 360° views over the seas to Rhodes and the bay.
You will also find you can get some very good deals with souvenirs, such as good quality wraps and
shawls offered for sale from dinghies driven by some local girls motoring around the sound.
Visit one of the three restaurants, occasionally a 4th pops up.
Reviews
We pulled into Bozuk Buku and ended up at the extreme North of the bay The Loryma restaurant
36'34.6N 28'00.800E proved to be the best choice, super protected, great food and donkeys and
goats that wander the beach along with a short stroll to ancient ruins. We were strongly advised by
our waiter that we should only look at the Citadel from the ocean as it is not worth walking to.
Restaurants
You have a great selection of food on offer depending on your taste.
1. There is the 'Sailors House' which is the middle of the three restaurants in the bay. It offers
space for 18 yachts on its jetty with mooring lines for another 10 yachts, along with hot showers.
This restaurant has a wonderful terrace for you to enjoy your food along with the views. They
offer fish cooked in the famous flambe salt crust, goat and wild boar. All the vegetables served
with your food are grown in their own organic garden found behind the restaurant. They also
bake their own bread which you can buy to take back to your yacht.
2. The 'Loryma Restaurant' can be found at the far end of the bay with enough mooring line for 15
yachts and buoys for a further 8 yachts. It also offers shower facilities. You will find a small
beach in front of the restaurant. Again, they bake their own bread and you can buy to take
away along with fruit, vegetables and eggs.
3. 'Ali Baba Restaurant' can accommodate up to 20 yachts on its jetty by mooring linesYou can
only reach this restaurant by boat which always makes it special. This is a good place to be if you
want to visit the ruins as it's not too far. As for food, you have a choice of local fish, lamb along
with their stone baked bread. After you have finished your delicious meal, you will be served
with complimentary local fruits.
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Nautical
Navigation information

Local facilities
36 33.80N

Lat/Long
Location
Navigation

28 01.23E
Bay Entrance

Facilities

Large Bay

Restaurants
Water

Yes
No

Electricity

No

Pump Out

No

Showers
Laundry
Fuel
Pharmacy
ATM
Provisions
Market Day
Bakery
Post Offce
Chandlery
Road Access

Yes
No
No
No
No
Restaurants
None
No
No
No
No

311
Turkish

Admiralty
Imray

Leisure Folio 3001,
3001_1, 3001_5
236, 1055, 1099,
SC5773
G3 G35

Mooring
 There are several anchorages inside the bay.
 Just inside the entrance, anchor in the cove under the citadel in 8 – 10 metres (26 – 33 feet) and
take a line ashore.
 Alternatively, in one of the two coves on the western side, in 5 – 8 metres (16 – 26 feet).
 There are mooring buoys off the restaurants here which a yacht can pick up.
 Anchor in one of the two coves near the head of the bay, in 5 – 10 metres, and take a line
ashore.
 The bottom is sand and weed, the holding not always reliable.
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Palamut
Pronounce: pa-la-moot
Comment: Only if going to Knidos (out of the way)

Summary
More easily identified than many places along this coast because of the off-lying island, the clear
blue sea and long beach make Palamut a really pleasant stopping off point.
Palamut, which means Tuna, was once a busy and important city as the ruins indicate. Now, the
harbour is a small sanctuary for sailors with several restaurants and provisions available in the
village.
Things to do
You get a great view of the group of islands off the coast, and this is a great place to enjoy a stunning
sunset, but it can get a little windy along this coastline. This location is ideal for a stroll along the
beach at sunset, and then enjoying an ice cold Efes on the beach or from the Jetty.
'Le Jardin du Semra' the oldest stone house in the bay (which you will find at the end of the eastern
harbour wall), is a well rated restaurant. It used to be the customs house but now has a lovely patio
and shaded garden (where much of the fresh vegetables come from). The menu varies daily with
lamb and fish, and wonderful steak. The figs with almonds and ice cream are unforgettable!
You can also try out the Liman Restaurant (in the hands of the same family for 25 years) which also
has its own little market for provisions for your yacht. They also grow much of their own produce
and will deliver it to your yacht for you. Their restaurant specializes in stone oven cooked food, some
of the dishes having to be ordered a couple of hours in advance, but it's worth the effort.
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Reviews
The Daçta Peninsula is known for olive oil and almonds. We arrived near the tip in a place called
Palamut. There I had two of my favorite meals since being at sea; both were in a restaurant called le
jardin de Semra. Semra, the owner, grew up in the proud stone building that the restaurant
surrounds. She cooks from her organic garden out the back, is passionate about food and a warm
host. After a late dinner we wandered the main street, which was lined with people shelling almonds
and selling bay leaves, honey and wild oregano. The next morning back at le jardin de Semra I had
my first real Turkish breakfast, which we ate under a big old mulberry tree. Semra laid out crisp
cucumbers, tomatoes and olives along with homemade quince and peach jams, and freshly baked
bread with sesame and cinnamon on one of the long tables.
This location is great if you want to get out of Turgutreis, but there are some quieter and more
secluded bays a little bit further south, either side of Akyarlar.

Nautical
Navigation information
Lat/Long
Location
Navigation
Turkish
Admiralty
Imray

Local facilities
36 40.13N
27 30.36E
Outside Entrance
Shallow
311, 3112
Leisure Folio 3001,
3001_1, 3001_4
1055, 1099, SC5773
G3 G35

Facilities

Harbour

Restaurants
Water

Yes
Yes

Electricity

Yes

Pump Out
Showers
Laundry
Fuel
Pharmacy
ATM
Provisions
Market Day
Bakery
Post Offce
Chandlery
Road Access

No
Yes
Restaurants
?
?
No
Restaurant
Sunday
No
No
No
Yes
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Mesudiye and bays of Ovabuku, Hayitbuku & Kizilbuk
Pronounce: mes-oo-d-ya

Summary
Mesudiye is a small village located in Muğla Province in the Aegean region of Turkey. It is located on
the Datça Peninsula where the Mediterranean embraces the Aegean Sea. The population of the
village is about 700. Mezgit is a part of the Mesudiye village and is home to around 100 families. It is
located 200 meters above sea level and has wonderful views over the sea and the Greek island of
Tilos. An olive oil mill is located in the center of the village, known as "Mezgit Mengen" by the locals.
The mill has been completely renovated and all original details have been preserved.
Reviews
Guardian review: Ovabuku is the prettiest in a chain of three bays, along with Hayitbuku and
Kizilbuk. The beach is a relatively small stretch of creamy shingle, backed by a cluster of small
restaurants and pensions, while the countryside around has a lush beauty; pine forests mixed with
oak, myrtle and carob trees. It's not the beach itself that makes this such a fantastic find, it's the
whole package: peace, authenticity and a real sense of escape.
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Datca
Pronounce: da-cha

History
The roots of the town date back to the 7th century B.C. when Sparta established a settlement on
the site. It was also the location of the original city of Knidos, which was moved about a mile and a
half west in 540 B.C. in response to threatened invasions from Persia. Eventually, Knidos did fall
under Persian rule, without a fight. A short distance away from the bustling waterfront is the old
town of Datça, well worth exploring if you like a more laid-back ambience. The picturesque
limestone homes are of Greek origin, but were vacated in the agreed upon resettlement of Greek
and Turkish populations in 1923. The old town is charming.
Summary
The island of Datca is known for its remarkably healthy climate and fresh air, with no humidity at all
and plenty of oxygen. Datca is one of the few resorts on the Carian Coast, and it’s not big by any
stretch of the imagination, which adds to its appeal. The main business district is situated on an
island connected to the mainland by a causeway, which essentially splits the bay in two.
Apart from the traditional settlements, there are also a dozen recently constructed vacation villages
in the peninsula. The balance between preserving the natural way of life and fauna and investing in
large-scale infrastructures for the tourism industry is a vividly ongoing debate for Datça, as for the
entire region of southwestern Turkey. The inhabitants of the Datça peninsula have shown
themselves clearly opposed to gigantism and are in favor of developing the tourism potential of the
region through family pensions and inns and small hotels well integrated into their environment,
while governments in the past displayed approaches to the debate in mere foreign exchange entry
terms.
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Things to do
Visit Knidos
Visit the local market, very much a locals market. The fruit and veg stalls are piled high with fresh,
brightly coloured produce. The aroma from the spice stalls entices you to buy all manner of spices at
a fraction of what you'd pay in UK. Nuts, salted and plain, Turkish Delight (Lokkum) in a variety of
flavours, which you'll be encouraged to try before you buy. Clothing, household linens, leather
bags, belts and wallets, wooden goods. Haggle over prices, some goods are fixed price, but if you're
buying more than 1 item, ask if there’s a discount.
There is also a Turkish Bath in Datca, not for the modest.
Further away in the direction of Knidos, another village called Palamut Bükü where a little pier
allows boats to moore. Palamut bükü is a Turkish holiday village with a long beach. In the former
time, wine production was the main activity in this area.The best Almond of the world is grown in
this little village .A small island looking like a "electric guitar" decorate the panorama.
Datca winery is very slightly to the north of Datca http://www.datcasarap.com/en/
Nautical
Navigation information
Lat/Long
Location

Local facilities
36 43.29N
27 41.31E
South Harbour
Entrance

Navigation
Turkish

Admiralty
Imray

311, 3112
Leisure Folio 3001,
3001_1, 3001_4,
3001_7
1055, 1099, 1644,
SC5773
G3 G35

Facilities

Town / Harbour

Restaurants

Yes

Water

Yes

Electricity

Yes

Pump Out

?

Showers
Laundry
Fuel
Pharmacy
ATM
Provisions
Market Day
Bakery
Post Office
Chandlery
Road access

Yes
Yes
Mini Tanker
Yes
Yes
Restaurant
?
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

Mooring
No moorings are available. There is ample room to anchor in the harbor north or south of the
isthmus, but most sailors tie up at the harbor.
Dinghy dockage: Dinghy dockage is available.
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Bencik
Pronounce: ben-zik

History
In 550s B.C. the Cnidus people wanted to dig a tunnel in the narrowest land piece of the peninsula
between the Hisaronu Gulf and the Gokova Gulf as a defence line against the Persians.They started
with diligence and put in a lot of effort; however, in the end they could not manage and the city was
conquered by the Persians.
Summary
Bencik is located at the narrowest part of the peninsula that divides Hisaronu Gulf from the Gokova
Gulf but it is located at Hisaronu side. Just across the bay from Selimiye, Bencik offers a quiet and
protected anchorage in amongst a pine forest. It is possible to get ashore on to a grassed area, but
there are no facilities. A perfect place to chill and swim, or maybe drop a hook for an hour or two
before your charter finishes an hour away in Orhaniye.
Reviews
The sea colour of Bencik is not the perfect blue we are used to I this region but it is still one of my
favourite spots in the whole Aegean area with its blend of green and blue. There are lots of small
inlets available for mooring when you approach from Hisaronu. My preference is not to go further
inside the inlet since the water becomes blurrier and you reach residential holiday villages.
Personally I prefer to anchor near those small inlets you see on your left hand side while entering
the bay.
Beware of bees, depending on the season. Though they are mostly limited to early morning and
sunset.

28

Nautical
Navigation information
Lat/Long
Location
Navigation
Turkish
Admiralty
Imray

Local facilities
36 46.02N
28 02.18E
Entrance
Leisure Folio 3001,
3001_1, 3001_5,
3001_9.
1055, 1099, SC5773
G3 G35

Facilities

Bay

Restaurants
Water

None
None

Electricity

None

Pump Out
Showers
Laundry
Fuel
ATM
Provisions
Bakery
Post Offce
Chandlery
Road Access
Market Day

None
None
None
None
None
Local boat
None
None
None
Yes
None

Mooring
The approach to the bay is easy, although take note of the cardinal buoy marking a pinnacle rock. If
you choose to anchor inside the small rock island, again be aware of rocks that are awash.
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Hisarönü
Pronounce: hiss-ah-oh-noo

Summary
The Gulf of Hisarönu reminds of a north European fjord with its thick fir tree forests. Hisarönu means
fortress, and the gulf is dotted with ancient and medieval forts. The long thin gulf is bordered by the
high, craggy mountains of the Dorian promontory on the north and the Greek island of Simi on the
south.
Reviews
Hisaronu Bay has two small beaches that look out towards the Datca peninsula. Behind the beach
lies the kind of resort that feels like Turkey 20 years ago; a clutch of restaurants and simple pensions
dotted along quiet country lanes.
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Orhaniye (aka Keci buku)
Pronounc: Ore-han-E-A

Kizkumu beach

Marti marina

Summary
The village is spilt into 3 main areas - the beachfront, with its restaurants, tea houses and pensyions,
the rural area to the left of the main road, where most of the locals live and Kecibuku, a sub-village
off the main road. The village is very green throughout the year due to the abundance of artesian
water in the area. Orhaniye, with its excellent natural anchorage, is also very popular with yachting
fraternity.
Most of the locals farm their land for a living, which includes bee-keeping, orange, olive, mandarin
and pomegranate groves, peanuts, herbs and general livestock farming. The main residential area is
a real step back in time; farmers still walk laden donkeys, kids play football on the “main” road and
many people work in the fields.
In Orhaniye Bay, you will see the unique scenery of a natural tidal formation called 'Kız Kumu'
(Maiden's Beach). There are so many myths about this reddish sand-path going from the shore to
the inner parts of the sea which is suitable for walking along. Directly in front of the beach is a small
island with the remains of Bybassos Castle.
Things to do
The Saturday market, which is a must-do, is located in the parking area in front of the Mayor’s Office
on the main road. Just look for the large white awnings – it’s impossible to miss! You can buy
everything from fresh fruit and vegetables, to clothes, shoes, DIY and gardening tools and the
tastiest olive oil, olives, white cheese, village bread and freshly-laid farm eggs.
Osmaniye Honey
Honey House Museum, built in the hexagonal shape of a honeycomb, opened in the village of
Osmaniye in 2012. I recommend a visit. Turkey is the biggest producer of pine honey (92 per cent of
the world’s total comes from the Aegean region), and this area is a stronghold.
marmarisbalevi.com.tr
The beachfront boasts a number of quality restaurants such as Luna Begonville, Club Mistral (next to
Marti Marina) and some terrific local lokantas on the main road, namely Coban Restaurant and
Selimiye Sofrasi.
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Nautical
Navigation information
Lat/Long
Location
Navigation

Turkish

Admiralty
Imray

Local facilities
36 45.51N
28 07.76E
South East of
Kizkumu
Palmiye Marina
Marti Marina
311, 3113,
Leisure Folio 3001,
3001_1, 3001_5,
3001_9,
1055, 1099,
SC 5773
G3, G35

Facilities

Marinas & Jetties

Restaurants

In Bay

Water

Yes

Electricity

Yes

Pump Out
Showers
Laundry
Fuel
Pharmacy
ATM
Provisions
Bakery
Post Offce
Chandlery
Road Access
Market Day

Palmiye & Marti
Marinas
Yes
Several
Palmiye & Marti
Marinas
No
Palmiye & Marti
Various
Yes
Yes
Marti & village
Yes
Saturday

Mooring
Docking available in Marti marina
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Selimiye
Pronounce: sell-erm-eye

Summary
Selimiye is a lovely, quiet and picturesque seaside village that remains the epitome of an authentic
Turkish summer holiday, as it remains refreshingly untouched by hectic tourism. Daily life ticks by at
a slow village pace with locals out on their fishing boats, in the fields or escaping the summer heat in
one of the tea houses dotted along the main road.
The village follows a natural curve around Selimiye Bay, with a pebble beach, a small old harbour for
the local fishing boats and a surprisingly cosmopolitan marina for the yachts and the famous gulets.
It has few hotels and even fewer holiday villas owing to tight building restrictions that apply along
the coast.
Things to do
The harbour boasts a great selection of seafood restaurants, Turkish lokantas, cafes, craft shops and
bohemian clothes shops. During the season, the locals harvest olives, olive oil, almonds, oregano,
and honey. All of these products are delicious, well priced and available for purchase in the village.
The village itself as a well-provisioned general stores, a butcher, a fishmonger, a patisserie, a grocer,
various cafes and clothing boutiques plus art and craft shops and stalls. The wonderful marina area
has approximately 15 restaurants, ranging from basic Turkish 'lokantas' that are economically priced
(5 - 8 Turkish Lira per dish), right through to the more 'upmarket' fish restaurants (approximately 50
Turkish Lira per head).
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Nautical
Navigation information
Lat/Long
Location
Navigation
Turkish
Admiralty
Imray

Local facilities
36 42.60N
28 05.61E
Nth of Harbour
Reef Caution
311, 3113
Leisure Folio 3001,
3001_1, 3001_5,
3001_9
1055, 1099, SC5773
G3 G35

Facilities

Village

Restaurants
Water

Yes
Yes

Electricity

Yes

Pump Out
Showers
Laundry
Fuel
Pharmacy
ATM
Provisions
Market Day
Bakery
Post Offce
Chandlery
Road Access
Airport

No
Yes
Restaurant
No
Yes
Yes
Shops
Wednesday
Yes
No
No
Yes
Dalaman
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Sailors Paradise / Kocabahce Buku

Summary
Few stopped at this bay until the restaurant opened and now we all wonder how we managed to sail
past such a great spot so many times. An almost land-locked bay with a splendid restaurant ashore.
The restaurant is a friendly place and deserves it’s success. Sit under the shade of the trees with a
cold drink and admire the view, or if you’re feeling really lazy, stay aboard and wait for the ice cream
boat to appear!
Reviews
Sailor’s Paradise restaurant in Kocabahce Bay was like Bozuk Buku, but with even more goats (and
more bleating). This was a beautiful spot for swimming, and a good dock to dive off. No wonder it is
called Sailor’s Paradise. I am a water baby, and if Rob sails from restaurant to restaurant, I was
sailing from swimming hole to swimming hole.
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Dirsek
Pronounce: Der-sek

Summary
Dirsek Cove is like a heaven waiting for the yachtsmen to visit. It very close to southern headland of
Hisaronu Gulf, and very well sheltered for all winds at all. There is no road connection to this small
village, the only way is to sail into cove.
Dirsek Bükü lies on the south of the point; Ağıl Burnu, it indents to the west and makes L shape.
Dirsek has a beautiful bay surrounded by high mountains. This bay provides the best sheltering
among the coves on the SW coast of Hisarönü Bay. It gets swell penetration from the strong
northerlies. The water is so clear you can see the bottom even at about 9 meters in height, making it
ideal conditions for diving.
Things to do
There is a cosy restaurant with a quay providing good food and service with attractive settings, and
very small shop for daily necessities. In the mornings, it is wise to buy daily fresh fish from the small
fishermen boats.
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Nautical

Navigation information
Lat/Long
Location
Navigation
Turkish
Admiralty
Imray

Local facilities
36 41.46N
27 58.89E
Bay Entrance
311, 3113,
Leisure Folio 3001,
3001_1, 3001_5
1055, 1099, SC5773
G3 G35

Facilities

Bay

Restaurants
Water

One
No

Electricity

No

Pump Out
Showers
Laundry
Fuel
Pharmacy
ATM
Provisions
Market Day
Bakery
Post Offce
Chandlery
Road Access

No
Yes
No
No
No
No
Restaurant
None
No
No
No
No

Mooring
The boats can anchor in the bay. The bottom is sand. Good holding. Berthing capacity is up to 14
boats. There are laid moorings tailed on quay. Boats go stern on quay. Laid moorings on your
starboard also belong to the restaurant. Boats can be pushed off or anchored with a line ashore.
There are floating moorings by the quay. You can pick up and get a line ashore. Fishing boats berth
on the southern part of the bay.
While entering to cove, NW shore is suggested for anchorage from where it will take only 6-7
minutes’ walk to restaurant or few minutes by boat.
If you sail from E, there is no problem, but if you approach from W, be careful for the shallow water
and the rocks close to the shore. Also be careful for the shallow water of 2-2.5 meters.
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Bozburun
Pronounce: boz-brun

History
In ancient times, Bozburun region was famous for its marble quarries, which is at the origin of one of
the explanations given for the name Marmaris. The quarries were in activity until the times of the
19th century traveller Charles Texier who mentions them. Marble has been a very important export
product for the entire region of present-day Muğla Province since ages, with rich reserves starting
from ancient Knidos at the tip of Datça Peninsula to inland Kavaklıdere's modern installations in full
activity in our day. There are no quarries in Bozburun presently, but research is being pursued,
sometimes also by referring to historic documents and traces, to locate them.
Summary
This beautiful little fishing village is also a boatbuilding center, where the traditional Turkish Gullets
are built. It lies on the Hisaronu peninsula at the head of a bay at the northern end of the Gulf of
Simi, opposite the Greek island of Simi. The village is sheltered by several small islands – Vunos,
Lebunia and Kamari - and its situation is quite stunning. The slopes of the Gulf are bare and rocky,
with the steep-to craggy slopes of the Kinossima promontory bordering its southern side.
Bozborun was once the centre of Turkey’s sponge-fishing industry but now most of the boats here
are visiting yachts and gulets. It’s a charming if somewhat eccentric small town – something of a
magnet for people who have given up careers in various sectors of the entertainment and media
industries to lead a quieter life by the sea in rural Turkey – and well worth a visit on a Bozburun boat
charter. Tourism is relatively limited, but there are good facilities in the way of places to eat and
hang out with a cold drink – as Bill Gates might attest, having stopped off in Bozburun in one of his
mega-yachts on a couple of occasions.
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Things to do
The 500-mile-long Carian Trail, Turkey’s latest longdistance path, opened in 2013. It winds through
this peninsula, with many places where you can join it for a short stroll. Obliging bright yellow
roadside signposts offer multiple options. Paths on the hillsides around Bozburun have a red and
white flash painted on a stone every 50 metres, so you shouldn’t get lost. Walking early in the day is
blissful. cariantrail.com
Relax and enjoy the chilled ambience and great food
Reviews
A favourite waterfront restaurant is the Mermaid at Saranda on the north coast, where you can sit
all afternoon in the shade reading and watching the boats tie up. Then a drink in a cafe over-arched
by a 2,000- year-old plane tree in the mountain village of Bayir.
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Nautical
Navigation information
Lat/Long
Location
Navigation
Turkish

Admiralty
Imray

Local facilities
36 41.32N
28 02.50E
Harbour Ent
311, 3113,
Leisure Folio 3001,
3001_1, 3001_5,
3001_10.
236, 1055, 1099
SC5773
G3 G35

Facilities

Harbour & Anchorage

Restaurants
Water

Yes
Yes

Electricity

Yes

Pump Out

No

Showers
Laundry
Fuel
Pharmacy
ATM
Provisions
Bakery
Post Offce
Chandlery
Road Access
Market Day

Yes
Mini Tanker
Several
Yes
Shops
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Tuesday

Mooring
Go stern- or bows-to on the town quay where convenient.
There are a few shallow patches to be wary of but on the whole there are sufficient depths.
The bottom is mud and sand with good holding.
You can anchor off the square close eastwards of the harbour and take a line ashore.
On the east side you can get quite close to the quay.
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Sogut
Pronounce: sow-gert

Summary
A large bay east of Bozburun, home to gulet building and fishing, Sogut offers sheltered anchorage
after Bozburun along the Bozburun Peninsula. The village is strung along a few kilometres starting
high up in the valley and leading down to the sea. The village of Sogut is inland from the sea, leading
down to Saranda Cove.
Along the sea there are a number of famous fish restaurants. Some of these restaurants offer some
of the freshest seafood on the Peninsula so are busy at weekends when the Marmaris citizens enjoy
days out on the Bozburun Peninsula.
The bay of Sogut provides exceptionally calm protected waters so is popular with yacht cruises that
pop into the bay during a cruise to the local Greek Islands of Symi, Tilos and Rhodes.
Things to do
Captain's Table is a well respected restaurant, but is overshadowed by the excellent Octupus
Restaurant which consistently scores highly. Aside from their famed seafood, they also have
exceptionally good shower and toilet facilities.
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Nautical
Navigation information
Lat/Long
Location
Navigation
Turkish

Admiralty
Imray

Local facilities
36 38.87N
28 04.77E
Centre of Bay
311, 313,
Leisure Folio 3001,
3001_1, 3001_5,
3001_10
236, 1055, 1099,
SC5773
G3 G35

Facilities

Bay

Restaurants
Water

Yes
Yes

Electricity

Yes

Pump Out

No

Showers
Laundry
Fuel
Pharmacy
ATM
Provisions
Market Day
Bakery
Post Offce
Chandlery
Road Access

Yes
Restaurant
No
No
No
Shop
None
No
No
No
Yes

Mooring
Sögüt is a large bay that provides an all around shelter. There are three mooring possibilities. The
Yacht Club, the" town quay " (really just a wooden pontoon) and the restaurant pontoon. Or you can
anchor off. Anchor in 12-14 m. The restaurant also provides excellent water.
The long concrete jetty is free and provides access to the village, Captain's Table and Octopus
Restaurants.
Be a little cautious as you enter the bay for the outlying rocks on the port side. You should also not
attempt the shortcut to Bozburun, which can only be successfully navigated by dinghy.
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Kumlubuk
Pronounce: koom-loo-buck

Summary
Kumlubuk has been preserved by a wealthy Turkish magnate, who bought all the land to ensure that
development is limited. Naturally his house dominates, but the pebble beach is deserted. The double
horseshoe bay of Kumlubuk has little traffic and a real village atmosphere, making for a wonderfully
secluded destination.
Kumlubük - meaning Sandycove - lies within sight of the harbour of Marmaris but is cut off from it by
a forbidding set of limestone mountains. The 2-mile-long beach of black sand remains uncrowded.
Behind it, a handful of farmhouses and a few shabby hotels stick out of the citrus gardens. The ruins
of ancient Amos lie undisturbed in the bush on top of a cliff on the edge of the village.
Things to do
The atmosphere here is very sedate and laid back in comparison to the vibrant nightlife of Marmaris
and Icmeler. Evenings in Kumlubuk consist of a great meal in one of the fish restaurants on the
waterfront. There are several restaurants here and they’re renowned for their wonderful fish,
especially Dutch Ahmet’s Place.
Osmaniye Honey
It ’s a familiar sight in the mountains here, villagers sitting by the roadside by a table piled high with
jars of honey. Now they have the promotion they deserve. The Honey House Museum, built in the
hexagonal shape of a honeycomb, opened in the village of Osmaniye in 2012. I recommend a visit.
Turkey is the biggest producer of pine honey (92 per cent of the world’s total comes from the
Aegean region), and this area is a stronghold. marmarisbalevi.com.tr
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Amos

History
The earliest known settlement at Amos dates back to the Hellenistic period (330 - 30 BC).
Excavations in 1948 discovered several inscriptions on stone, translated to reveal that they were
rental contracts, thought to date to circa 200 BC. You can see a fairly well preserved hillside
amphitheatre on the northern side of the headland. There are plenty of low walls throughout.
Summary
There are some relatively short uphill stretches with breathtaking views along the coast. There is a
residential complex called “Profesori Siteler” or the Professors’ Estate. These properties were
originally built for university lecturers and staff from the main national universities, now privately
owned. Visitors are allowed to enter the complex and there is a lovely beach front restaurant at the
foot of the steep hill. The beach is shingle and pebble and is wonderfully clean and unspoilt.
Things to do
If you are feeling really intrepid, there is a footpath that links Turunç and Amos. Finding the start
point can be a bit of a challenge - it's close to the petrol station but ask for local directions if you are
unsure. Once on the path, follow the red painted rocks. To get an impression of this walk check out
the "Winter walk to Amos" movie.
Review
Guardian review: Hidden between the resorts of Turunc and Kumlubuk on the Bozburun peninsula,
Amos is a small cove tucked between two headlands. It's a bit rough and ready and the pebbles are
scattered with ancient wooden loungers, but there is an unspoilt beauty that makes a stark contrast
to the bling and bright lights of Marmaris, which lies across the bay. Amos was once a sizeable
Roman settlement and there are some remains, including a small amphitheatre with breathtaking
views. Better still, there's an excellent restaurant right on the beach, serving up fresh fish and meze.
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Other Misc Coves
Kadirga Cove
Just before reaching Kadirga Point is Kadirga Cove which has a lighthouse and keeper and is a
popular stopping point to take a break and have a swim.
.
Fenaket
On the flat ground here is a path that leads you up hill to the village of Fenaket; this is where
glassware was salvaged from an 11th century merchant ship that had crashed on the rocks and is
now one of the most important exhibitions on show at Bodrum Museum .
Korsan Cove
On route to Bozukkale you reach an inlet called Korsan (Pirate) Cove that has beautiful clean clear
water like a swimming pool and once you reach Bozukkale, and to the left of its entrance, there is a
1.6km long cove with long and wide walls that once belonged to the ancient city of Loryma . It has a
quay with buoys to moor at, and restaurants where the owners provide shuttle boats to ferry their
customers to and from the shore.
Kiseli Island
As you slowly head into the Gulf of Sombeki (Yesilova) and in order to watch the sunset
over Sombeki Island, it is recommended to drop anchor in one of the coves of Kiseli Island and
where you can take a walk through the undergrowth to reach many ruins of old houses and a
church.
Ada Strait
Directly opposite is Ada Bogazi (Strait Island) that has coral water resembling that from a tropical
sea and which turns from a turquoise colour to dark blue.
From here you will see Bozburun opening up and where you can stop for whatever provisions you
may need after the 3 or 4 days of sailing it takes from Marmaris, and on leaving here there one after
another are some very pleasant coves, that lead on to the Gulf of Hisaronu where you will find coves
as beautiful as those in Gokova.
Sombeki
Turn right after Bozburun to Selimiye and take the opportunity to anchor in the final coves on
the Bozburun Peninsula and Gulf of Sombeki namely;Mercimek, Tavsan Cove, Ayaca and Canak
Port.
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